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A V O 

Auguji was dedicated to the honour of Auguftus Caefar, be- 
caufe, in the fame month, he was created conful, thrice tri- 
umpher in Rome, fubdued Egypt to the Roman empire, and 
made an end of civil wars ; being before called Sextilis, or the 
fixth from March. Peacham . 

Augu'stness. n.f. [from auguf.] Elevation of look ; dignity; 
loftinefs of mien or afpedt. 

AViary. n.f. [from avis , Lat. a bird ] A place inclofed to 
keep birds in. 

In aviaries of wire, to keep birds of all forts, the Italians 
bellow vaft expence ; including great lcope ot ground, variety 
of bufhes, trees of good height, running waters, and fome- 
times a Hove annexed, to contemper the air in the winter. 

IVotton’ s Architecture. 
Look now to your aviary ; for now the birds grow Tick of 
their feathers. Evelyns Kalenclar. 

Avi'dity. n.f [aviditc, Fr. aviditas, Lat.] Greedinefs ; eager- 
nefs ; appetite ; infatiable defire. 

AVitous. adj. [avitusy Lat.] Left by a man’s anceftors ; an- 
cient. DiEl. 

To Avi'ze. v. a. [avifer, Fr.] A word out of ufe. 

1. To counfel. 

With that, the hufbandman ’gan him avize. 

That it for him was fitted: exercife. Spenf. Hubb. Pale. 

2. With a reciprocal pronoun, to bethink himfelt ; s’ avifer , I r. 

But hhn avizing, he that dreadful deed 
Forbore, and rather chofe, with fcornful fliame. 

Him to avengs. Spenf r s Hubberd s Pale. 

3* To confider. 

No power he had to ftir, nor will to rife. 

That when the careful knight ’gan well avize^ 

He lightly left the foe. Fairy Queen, b. i. 

A'ukward. See Awkward. 

Auld. ad] . [alb, Sax.] A word nowobfolete; but {fill ufed in 
the Scotch dialedl. 

’Tis pride that pulls the country down ; 

Then take thine auld cloak about thee. Snakefp. Othello. 
Aule'tick. adj. [auleticus, Lat.] Belonging to pipes. Died. 
A'ulick. adj. [aulicus, Lat.] Belonging to the court. 

Auln. n.f. [aulne, Fr.] A r rench meafure oflength; an ell. 
To AumaTl. v. a. [from maille, Fr. the mefh of a net; whence 
a coat of amaily a coat with network of iron.] To vaiiega.ee ; 
to figure. 

In golden buskins of coldly cordwaine, . ^ 

All hard with golden bendes, which were entail’d 
With curious anticks, and full fair aumail d. dairy Queen. 
Au'mbry. See Ambry. 

Aunt. n.f. [ tante , Fr. amita, Lat.] A father or mothers lif- 
ter ; correlative to nephew or niece. 

Who meets us here ? my niece Plantagenet, 

Led in the hand of her kind aunt of Glo’fter. Shak. R. III. 

She went to plain work, and to purling brooks. 

Old falhion’d halls, dull aunts , and croaking rooks. Pope. 
AVOCADO, n. f [Span. Perficay Lat.] The name of a plant. 
This plant hath a rofe-lhaped flower, confiding of leveral 
leaves, which are ranged in a circle ; from whofe middle nfes 
the pointal, which afterwards becomes a foft, flefhy, pear-fhaped 
fruit, in which is an hard done or feed, having two lobes, 
which is included in a membrane or peiicaidium. 

The tree grows in great plenty in the Spanilh Wed Indies, 
as alfo in thelfland of Jamaica; and hath been tranfplanted in- 
to the Englifh fettlements in America, upon account ol its 
fruit, which is verv neceflary for the fupport of life. The 
fruit is of itfelf very infipid, for which reafon they generally 
eat it with the juice of lemons and fugar, to give it a poignan- 
cy. This tree, in warm countries where it is planted., grows to 
the height of thirty feet, with a trunk as large as common 
apple-trees ; the bark fmooth and ol an adi colour ; the branches 
are befet with pretty large oblong fmooth leaves, of a deep 
arcen colour throughout the year- The flowers and fruit are 
produced towards the extremity of the branches. Millar. 
To A'VOCATE. v. a. [ avoco , Lat.] To call oft from buli- 

nefs; to call away. . , r , 

Their divedure of mortality difpenfes them from thofe la- 
borious and allocating duties to didreffed chridians, and their 
fecular relations, which are .here requilite. oy e. 

Avoca'tion. n. f. [from avocate.] 

1. Thea&of calling afide. e , , 

The budle of bufinefs, the avocations of our fenfes, and the 

din of a clamorous world, are impediments. Glanvilles Seep. 

Stir up that remembrance, which his many avocations ol bu- 
finefs have caufed him to lay afide. Dryd. Aurengz. Pref. 

2. The bufinefs that calls ; or the call that fummons away. 

It is a fubjedt that we may make fome progrefs in its con- 
templation within the time, that the ordinary time of life, and 
the permiflion of neceflary avocations, a man may emp oy in 
fuch a contemplation. Half s Ongm of ' Manhnd 

God does frequently inject into the foul defied impulfes to 
duty, and powerful avocations from fin. ^ South. 

By the fecular cares and avocations which accompany mar- 
riage, the clergy have been furnilhed with skill in common 


life. 


Atterbury. 



A V O 

To AVOID, v. a. [ vuider , Fr.] 

1. Tofhun; to efcape. 

The wifdom of pleafing God, by doing what he commands* 
and avoiding what he forbids. Pi Hot fan. 

2. To endeavour to {bun. 

The falhion of the world is to avoid cod, and you encoun- 
ter it. Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing . 

3. To evacuate ; to quit. 

What have you to do here, fellow ? pray you, avoid the 
houfe. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

If any rebel fhould be required of the prince confederate, 
the prince confedederate fhould command him to avoid the 
country. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

He defired to fpeak with fome few of us : whereupon fix of 
us only dayed, and the red avoided the room, bacon’s N. Atl. 

4. To oppofe ; to hinder effedl. 

The removing that which caufed putrefa&ion, doth prevent 
and avoid putrefaction. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N° 340, 

To Avoid, v. n. 

1. To retire. 

And Saul cad the javelin ; for he faid, I will finite David 
even to the wall with it : and David avoided out of his pre- 
fence twice. 1 Sam. xviii. 1 1. 

2. To become void or vacant. 

Bifhopricks are not included under benefices : fo that if a 
perfon takes abilhoprick, it does not avoid by force of that law 
of pluralities, but by the ancient common law. 

Ayliffe’s Par ergon Juris Canonici. 
Avoidable, adj. [from avoid.] That which may be avoided, 
fhunned, or efcaped. 

Want of exa&nefs in fuch nice experiments is fcarce avoid- 
able. . Boyle. 

To take feveral tilings for granted, is hardly avoidable to any 
one, whofe task it is to fhew the falfehood or improbability of 
any truth. Locke. 

Avoidance, n.f. [from avoid.] 

1. Theadtof avoiding. 

It is appointed to give us vigour in the purfuit of what is 
good, or in the avoidance of what is hurtful. IV atts’s Logick . 

2, The courfe by which any thing is carried off. 

For avoidances , and drainings of water, where there is too 
much, we fhall fpeak of. Bacon’s Nat . Hijlory , N° boo, 

AvoIder. n.f [from avoid.] 

1 . The perfon that avoids or lhuns any thing. 

2. The perfon that carries any thing away. 

3. The velfel in which things are carried away. 

Avo'idless. adj. [from avoid.] Inevitable; that which cannot 

be avoided. . 

That avoidlefs ruin in which the whole empire would be in- 
volved. Dennis’s Letters. 

AvoirdupoIs. n.f. [avoir du poidsy Fr.] A kind of weight, 
of which a pound contains fixteen ounces, and is in proportion 
to a pound Troy, as feventeen to fourteen. All the larger and 

coarfer commodities are weighed by avoirdupois weight. 

Chambers. 

Probably the Romans left their ounce in Britain, which is 
now our avoirdupois ounce : for our 1 roy ounce we had elfe- 
w h ere . Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Avola'tion. n.f [from avolo, to fiy away, Lat.] Theadtof 

flying away; flight; efcape. . 

Thefe airy vegetables are made by the relicks of plantal 
emiflives, whofe avolation was prevented by the condenfed en- 
clofure. Glanville’ s Scepfis, c. vii. 

Strangers, or the fungous parcels about candles, only fignify 
a pluvious air hindering the avolation of the favillous pai tides. 
1 & Brown’s Vulgar Err ours. 

To Avo'uch. v. a. [avouer, Fr. for this word we now gene- 
rally fay vouch.] 

1. To affirm ; to maintain ; to declare peremptorily. 

They boldly avouched that themfelves only had the truth, 

which they would at all times defend. Hooker , Pref 

Wretched though I feem, 

I can produce a champion that will prove 
What is a vou bed here. Shakefp. King Lear. 

2. To produce in favour of another. 

Such antiquities could have been avouched for the Inin. 

1 Spenf ers Ireland. 

q. To vindicate; to juftify. , , 

You will think you made no offence, if the duke avouch U 

juftice of your dealing. Shakefp. Meajure for Meajm. 

Avo'uch. n.f. [from the verb.] Declaration; evidence. 

I might not this believe. 

Without the fenftble and try’d avouch 
Of mine own eyes. , w * 

Avo'uch able. adj. [from avouch.] That may be avouched. 
AvoTcher. n.f. [from avouch.] He that avouches. 

To AVOW. v. a. [ avouer , Fr.] 1 o declare with confider 

to juftify ; not to diffemble. 

His cruel ftepdame feeing what was done. 

Her wicked days with wretched knife did end ; 

In death avowing th’ innocence of her fon. . Fairy <. * 

He that delivers them mentions his doing it upon ms 
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particular knowledge, or the relation of fome credible peiioii, 
avowing it upon his own experience. P°y le - 

Left to myfelf, I mult avow, I ftrove. 

From publick fliame to skreen my fecret love. Dryden. 

Such aflertions proceed from principles which cannot be 
avowed by thofe who are for preferring church and ft ate. Swift. 
Then blaz’d his fmother’d flame, avow’d and bold. 7 homf. 

AvoVaele. adj. [from avow.] That which may be openly de- 
clared ; that which may be declared without fliame. 

Avo'wal. n.f [from avow.] Juftificatory declaration; open 
declaration. 

Avo'wedly. adv. [ from avow.] In an avowed manner. 

WiLmot could not avowedly have excepted againft the other. 

Clarendon, b. viii. 

Avowe'e. n.f [avoue, Fr.] He to whom die right of advow- 
fon of any church belongs. DiEI. 

Avo'wer. n.f [from avow.] He that avows or juftiaes. 

Virgil makes Tineas a bold avower of his own virtues. Dryd. 

Avo'wry. n.f [from avow.] In law, is where one takes a dif- 
trefs for rent, or other thing, and the other fues replevin. In 
which cafe the taker fhall juftify, in his plea, for what caufe he 
took it; and, if he took it in his own right, is to fhew it, and 
fo avow the taking, which is called his avowry. Chambers. 

Avo'wsal. n.f. [from avow.] A coiifeffion. Dift. 

AvoVtry. n.f [See Advowtry.] Adultery. 

A'urate. n.f A fort of pear; which fee. 

Aure'lia. n.f [Lat.] A term ufed for the firft apparent change 
of the cruca, or maggot of any fpecies of infeifts. Chambers. 

The folitaty maggot, found in the dry heads of teafel, is 
fometimes changed into the aurclia of a butterfly, fometimes 
into a fly-cafe. Ray on Creation. 

ATricle. n. J. [auricula, Lat.] 

j. The external ear, or that part of the ear which is prominent 
from the head. 

2. Two appendages of the heart ; being two mufcular caps, 
covering the two ventricles thereof ; thus called from the re- 
femblance they bear to the external ear. They move regu- 

• larly like the heart, only in an inverted order ; their fyftole 
correfponding to the diaftole of the heart. Chambers. 

Blood fhould be ready to join with the chyle, before it reaches 
the right auricle of the heart. Ray on Creation. 

Auri'cula. n.f. See Bears ear. 

Auri'cular. n.f [from auricula, Lat. the ear.] 

1. Within the fenfe or reach of hearing. 

You fhall hear us confer, and by an auricular affurance have 
your fatisfa&ion. Shakefp. King Lear. 

2. Secret; told in the ear; as auricular confeffion. 

AurFcularly. adv. [from auricular.] In a fecret manner. 

Thefe will foon confefs, and that not auricularly, but in a 
loud and audible voice. Decay of Piety. 

Auri ferous, adj. [aurifer, Lat.] That which produces gold. 
Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines, 

Whence many a burfting ftream auriferous plays. Phomfon. 

Auriga'tion. n.f [auriga, Lat.] The a& or pradice of driv- 
ing carriages. DiFU 

Auri'pigmentum. See Orpiment 
AURORA, n.f [Lat.] 

1. A fpecies of crowfoot; which fee. 

2. The goddefs that opens the gates of day; poetically, the mom- 

inrr ^ 


ing. 


Aurora flieds, 

failing banks the roly Ihower. Tbomfon’s Summ. 
AU KU KA Borealis. See Streamers. 

A’URJJM fulminans. [Latin.] A preparation made by diffolv- 
mg gold in aqua regia, and precipitating it with fait of tar- 
tar ; whence a very fmall quantity of it becomes capable, by a 
moderate heat, ot giving a report like that of a piftol. 

borne aurum fulminans the fabrick (hook. Garth 

Auscultation, n.f. [from aufculto, Lat] A hearkening or 
lilueningto. 

A'USPICF. n. f [avfpicium, Lat.] l ^' 

If .} he ( i mens of an y fu ture undertaking drawn from birds. 

2. 1 rotecfion ; favour fhewn by profperous men. 

Great father Mars, and greater Jove, 

By whole high aufpicc Rome hath flood 

Tfl° lon - . . Pen John fon s Catiline. 

3* t ^ UCnCe 5 S 00c * derived to others from the piety of their pa- 

But fo may he live long, that town to fway, 

U hich by his aufpice they will nobler make, 

Ausp'lwr" / f thei '' Dryd. Am. Mr. 

Auspi'ctous S t ( g mau fPfS Rel «mg to prognofticks. 

ttt - 1 crous - (lc f [from aufpice.] 

!• With omens of fuccefs. 

You are now, with happy and aufpiciau beginnings form 
ing a model of a chriftian charity. = mnm S s > *omi- 

Pr “farou S ; fortunate; applied to perfons. ^ 

Dpp aou f ! thy race in times to come, 

2- Favourable*^ kiTTv ° f impe ? 1 , R ° me ' Dr ^ « 

V nd ’ Propitious ; applied to perfons. 
ortune play upon thy profp’rous helm, 

Vou! 7 aUfP “ ,m miftrcfs ! Shai ‘fP- "*** ends well. 
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4. Lucky; happy; applied to things. 

I’ll deliver all, 

And promife you calm feas, aufpicious gales, . 

And fail . expeditious. Shakefp. Pempejh. 

A pure, an adlive, an aufpicious flame, 

And bright as heav’n from whence the bleffing came. 

RcfccmmoKi 

Two battles your aufpicious caufe has won ; 1 

Thy fword can" perfect what it has begun ; > 

And, from your walls, diflodge that haughty fon. 3 Dryden „ 
Auspi'ciousl y. adv. [from aufpicious.] Happily; profperoufly ; 
with profperous omens. 

Auspi'ciousness. n.f. [from aufpicious*] Profperity; happi- 
nefs. 

AUS TETE. adj. [aujlerus, Lat.J 

1. Severe ; harfli ; rigid. 

When men reprefent the Divine nature, as an aujiere ana 
rigorous mafter, always lifting up his hand to take vengeance j 
fuch conceptions mull unavoidably raife terrour. Rogers <* 

Aujiere Saturn i us, fay, 

From whence this wrath ? or who controuls thy fway ? Pope. 

2. Sower of tafte ; harfli. 

Th’ aujiere and pond’rous juices they fublime, 

Make them afeend the porous foil, and climb 
The orange-tree, the citron, and the lime. 3 Blackm* 

Aujiere wines, diluted with water, cool more than water a- 
lone, and at the fame time do not relax. Arbuth. on Aliments » 
Austerely, adv. [from auftere.] Severely; rigidly. 

Ah ! Luciana, did he tempt thee fo ? 

Might’ft thou perceive aufterely in his eye. 

That he did plead in earneft, yea or no ? 

Look’d he or red, or pale, or fad, or merrily ? 

Shakefp. Comedy of Err ours* 
Hypocrites aufterely talk 

Of purity, and place, and innocence. Paradife Loft, b. iv» 
Auste'reness. n. f [from auftere.] 

1. Severity; ftridlnefs; rigour. 

My unfoil’d name, th’ aufterenefs of my life. 

May vouch againft you ; and my place i’ th’ ftate 
W ill fo your accufation overweigh. Shak. Meafure for M, 

2. Roughnefs in tafte. 

Austerity, n.f. [from auftere.] 

1 . Severity ; mortified life ; ftridlnefs. 

Now, Marcus Cato, our newconful’s fpy, 

W hat is your jfower aufterity fent t’explore ? B. Johnf CatiL 
What was that fnaky-headed Gorgon Ihield 
That wiie Minerva wore, unconquer’d virgin. 

Wherewith fhe freez’d her foes to congeal’d ftone. 

But rigid looks of chafte aufterity , 

And noble grace, that dafh’d brute violence 
With fudden adoration and blank awe ? Milton. 

L his prince kept the government, and yet lived in this con- 
vent with all the rigour and aufterity of a capuchin. Add. Italy * 

2. Cruelty ; harfli difcipline. 

Let not aufterity breed fervile fear ; 

No wanton found offend her virgin ear. Rofcommon. 

A'ustral .adj. [auf ralis, Lat.] Southern; as the aufral figns. 
T. o ATstralize. v. n. [from auftcr , the fouth wind, Lat.] To 
tend towards the fouth. 

Steel and good iron difeover a verticity, or polary faculty , 
wheieby they do feptentriate at one extreme, and aujtralize at 
another. Brovon’ s Vulgar Err ours, b. ii. c. 2. 

A usTRiNE. adj. [from auftrinus, Lat.] Southern; fouthernly. 
Au 1 he ntical. adj. [from authentick . ] The fame with au- 
thentic!. 

Of ffatutes made before time of memory, we have no authen - 
tual records, but only tranferipts. Hale s Common Law of EnA. 
Authentically, adv. [from authentical.] After an authen- 
tick manner ; with all the circumftances requilite to procure 
authority. 

This point is dubious, and not yet authentically decided; 

n . Brown’s V ulgar Err ours, h. ii. c. c. 

Conlaence never commands or forbids any thing authenti- 
cally^ but tNoxe, is fome law of God which commands or for- 
bids it firft. q ,, 

Authe ntic ALNESS, n.f [from authentical] The quality of 
being authentick ; genuinenefs; authority. " 

. N °tbmg can be more pleafant than to fee a circle of thefe 
virtuofo’s about a cabinet of medals, defcanting upon the va- 
lue, rarity, and authenticalnefs of the feveral pieces. 

a / Addifon on ancient Medals * 

Authenticity, n.f. [from authentick.} Authority; ermine- 

AUTHLN7 ICK. adj. [authenticus, Lat.J That which ha- 

eifter 7! Ti t0 gi f VC ^ aUth ° ri V’ as Mhcntick re- 
gifter. It is u ed in oppofition to any thing by which autho - 

of pelfom! ° y ’ aS authentkl ' not It is never ufed 

Thou art wont his great authentick wil! 

Interpreter through higheil heav’n to bring. Par. Lo/l l. Hi 
She joy d th authentick news to hear, ? 

Ot what ihe guefs’d before, with jealous fear. Cewlee. 
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